A total of 100 accident and emergency (A&E) departments in the UK responded to a questionnaire about their use of the pneumatic anti-shock garment (PASG). Less than one in 10 departments used PASG in their prehospital care system, less than one in five departments used PASG during in-patient care, and there was wide variation in PASG usage in those situations for which their use is recommended by the Advanced Trauma Life Support (ATLS) course.
and civilian use rapidly followed. 3 The modern garment consists of a one-piece device made of polyvinyl fabrics, which encloses the body from the lower rib cage down to but not including the feet. Three separate compartments cover the abdomen and legs, and each can be independently inflated and deflated. Pressures are typically limited to 100 mmHg by the ability of the velcro fasteners to withstand stress. Four mechanisms of action have been proposed,4 namely tamponade of bleeding vessels beneath the suit, increase in peripheral resistance of the lower body, selective perfusion of the upper body, and an increase in venous return from the lower body.
The 1988 ATLS manual advocated the in-hospital use of PASG for those patients who are in shock after abdominal trauma and after sustaining pelvic fractures. Norton 
